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always proved themselves to be utterly indifferent to this
important fact. Had they at any moment taken into account
the fact that if they provided just a little butter for the dry
bread of the masses, there would hardly be the hatred of
a people against the Army and Church which revolted
against an elected democratic government in the summer
of 1936.
In 1909 in Morocco the Government was building a
railway from Melilla into the interior, where industrial
concessionaires and capitalists were beginning to exploit
the mineral wealth. Riff tribesmen had attacked the
soldiers and workmen and drove them away. The Govern-
ment made the mistake of singling out the discontented
and anti-Madrid region of Catalonia to provide military
reserves. By this time Catalonia had become the strong-
hold of a vigorous Anarchist movement; even the
moderate Labour movement and the Socialists had become
fairly well organized. Barcelona saw no reason why Cata-
lonia should provide men to be shot down in the interests
of a group of exploiting capitalists. A general strike was
declared. Street fighting began, and Madrid initiated
military terrorism. Francisco Ferrer, a philosophic anarchist,
and a spokesman on behalf of the oppressed, was accused of
high treason and shot. During this period the Catalans
showed their appreciation and love of die Roman Catholic
Church by murdering priests and burning churches. Those
in England who read their newspapers are often a little
surprised that in Spain, " the last stronghold of Catholi-
cism," there should be such ill-feeling against so noble
and altruistic a religion. English Roman Catholics often
refer to the deep piety of their Spanish co-religionists.
Here I will make a statement which may surprise Catholics
and non-Catholics alike. It is, that the Spaniard is not at